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Lives Saved Since  1851   666 + 5 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   570

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for June 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more   

Weather Almanac for June 2008

Once again the promise of some summer weather eluded us with further rain / showers and below average temperatures.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 1st, 10th, 15th, 21st (Blyth Lifeboat Day), 26th and 28th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There was one service call during the month with details as follows;

Sunday 1st June, 2008.

Volunteers from the station had put out to sea to exercise and shadow as additional safety cover a nearby dinghy race. After some time at sea a call came in regarding an injured junior sailor. The lifeboat quickly responded and found the dinghy which had the injured person on. She was transferred to the lifeboat then back ashore where first aid was applied. It was considered worthy of further attention so an ambulance was called and she was taken to hospital. Meanwhile another dinghy had capsized but their mast had become snagged on the seabed. The lifeboat stood by whilst the mast was cleared then towed the vessel safely ashore.

There was also a Shoreboat Service during the month:

Shoreboat Service 1 – Sunday 8th June, 2008
The dangers of accessing the new reef in the bay were highlighted on Sunday when a male slipped on the structure and felt unable to get back to the shore. It was probably the hottest day of the year so far and the man had taken to the sea to cool off but his quest to see the statues up closer would be his undoing. Realising he could not swim ashore he signalled to people on the beach that he wanted taking ashore. 
Lifeboat volunteer Tim Martin was just returning to the beach after a day of fishing and accompanied by two other volunteers Richard Martin and Paul Eatock headed out to the reef. The casualty was located in a few minutes and brought aboard the fishing boat ‘Barbara M’. On route to the shore a second swimmer called for help having become tired and stung by a jellyfish. He to was pulled into the boat and both persons were landed on the beach. 
This is obviously the first casualty to be brought off the reef and it highlights the dangers of anyone climbing onto what is a very slippery structure which has a single role to control the waves coming into the bay.
Richard Martin 30/6/2008
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