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This Month’s Headlines

Weather for August 2006        Exercises            

Services    ……………and much more

Weather Almanac for August 2006

The beginning of August marked a change in the weather. The July heatwave that was promised to spill into August did not happen. Instead there were a number of days with showers and longer periods of rain (17th), but at least the gardens were happy! Despite all of this the month did end hot and sunny with 27 degrees in the north east, the warmest place in the UK.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 6th and 27th

Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no pager activated services during the month but whilst on exercise on the 6th a cabin boat with a fouled propeller was assisted. The vessel was inside the breakwater area in the bay and after the rope was cut free the casualty was towed ashore.

Rescued Girl says thank you to Rescuers

A copy of the press report which was posted this month.

A Wallsend girl who was recently rescued by volunteers at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station made a special visit to say a personal thank you to her rescuers.

Shannon Hall and her brother Kieran had got into difficulty recently when an inflatable they were in was blown out to sea near to the Sandy Bay Caravan Park. Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were preparing for their major fundraising day when they were alerted to their plight and raced to bring the children to the safety of the beach.

Shannon and Kieran were so grateful to the lifeboat volunteers that they set about collecting money for Newbiggin Lifeboat Station from friends at Sandy Bay. On Sunday they came along to the boathouse to present a bucket full of money to the RNLI.

Shannon said in a thank you letter ‘when we were getting swept away out to sea we didn’t know how far we were and I don’t know what we would have done had someone hadn’t phoned to save us’. She added ‘ we will not use our inflatable again on the sea’.

Newbiggin Lifeboat Mechanic Richard Martin thanked the pair not only for the donation but also endorsed their decision not to go out to sea on an inflatable in such circumstances. He added ‘I am sure the lessons learnt by Shannon and Kieran will remind them for many years of these dangers and I hope their experience will be heeded by the many visitors to our beaches over the summer’.

Tri Town Festival

Organised by Wansbeck District Council this is the first year of this festival which took place over the weekend of 12th and 13th August, 2006. There were many things going on over the weekend with the Ladies Guild opening up the boathouse for refreshments on the Sunday afternoon.

Summer Pageant
The final summer event for Newbiggin in 2006 was the St.Bartholemews Fair. St. Bartholemews Church on Church Point headland is over 800 years old and the pageant saw a reenactment of the Royal proclamation for a fayre at Newbiggin hundreds of years ago by King John. Amongst the cast in costume were members of the station including myself who had the added pressure of learning some lines!! All went well and the show was enjoyed by the hundreds of spectators gathered adjacent the boathouse. The Ladies Guild were once again in action and also had a successful afternoon of fundraising in the boathouse.

Richard J. Martin

August 31st, 2006.
NEWBIGGIN’S 155TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








