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Lives Saved Since  1851   664 + 5 DOGS
Launches Since 1851   568

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for December 2007        

Exercises       Services     and much more   

Weather Almanac for December 2007

The month began bright and sunny with the 5th bringing 12-degree temperatures. The wind blew from the northwest on the 9th which led to cold and frosty conditions. |The raw conditions continued until the third week whether wind shifted to the south east bringing some milder weather again. Christmas Day was bright and dry but the year ended overcast with showers.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the 30th. Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Boxing Day Dip

The weather was favourable today for the 'dip' which sees many hardy souls in fancy dress racing into the cold North Sea in Newbiggin Bay to provide many local charities, including ourselves at the RNLI, with vital funds. Ashington Lions have organised the event since it began early in the 1980's and this year almost 100 'dippers' took event and cheer the brave souls into the water.
This year was also special for the event as it was the first year of the 'dip' on our new beach. The Newbiggin Bay regeneration costing over £10 million, was completed earlier in the month and has seen thousands of tonnes of sand, imported from the sea off Skegness, placed in the bay to form a much larger 'dry' beach area.

Newbiggin Lifeboat was brought down to the water's edge to stand by as safety cover as well as supplying a number of warm blankets should they be needed. At the end of the event all 'dippers' safely returned to shore to enjoy a warm shower and refreshments at Newbiggin Sailing Club.

Review of 2007

The year 2007 is almost over and it is time to reflect on another busy 12 months for the volunteers at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station. Newbiggin's volunteers have been active now for almost 157 years with their dedication to helping others in difficulty demonstrated consistantly. This year has seen a variety of service calls including persons in the water, vessels needing a tow as well as tasking to unidentified objects.Our last call of the year was to a four legged friend, a type of casualty which we have assisted over the previous years. This call was to a dog named 'Tye' who became trapped on rocks during a rapidly rising tide. Thanks to the efforts of our volunteers and local coastguards the dog was saved. We are grateful for the generous donation subsequently received at the station from the dog's owner in appreciation of this rescue.

Just like this donation, fundraising is an essential part of the RNLI and the Ladies Guild at Newbiggin have once again excelled in their quest to surpass their expectations in this regard. Lifeboat Day and the Annual Golf Day are just two of the major events which continue to succeed being well organised and supported thanks to the 'Ladies' dedication. Fundraising also comes from a number of smaller regular evenings including 'Salad Bars' and 'Beetle Drives' which are also well supported. At Newbiggin we are also indebted to other groups who organise events and raise funds specifically for Newbiggin Lifeboat Station. One such event was organised by Netherton Social Club for a second time this year and once again a significant donation was made to us.

The success of the station rests with it's volunteers and at this juncture two volunteers warrent particular recognition. Firstly, my Mum, Barbara Martin, President of the Newbiggin Ladies Lifeboat Guild, received her Bar to her RNLI Gold Badge back in May 2007. She was invited to the RNLI Annual Awards Ceremony at the Barbican, London where she was presented with the award from HRH The Duke of Kent. The award was given in recognition of over 45 years of volunteer fundraising at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station. 

Secondly George Dawson retired this year as Deputy Launching Authority, having completed almost 26 years in the post. George who has spent a lifetime fishing was previously Coxswain of the Mary Joicey lifeboat up to this lifeboat leaving the station in 1981. George has also received a number of awards including two Vellum Awards for particularly difficult rescues in 1975 and 1976. George has been involved at Newbiggin since the 1950's when he was a crewmember on the Richard Ashley lifeboat.

One of the factors which causes the lifeboat to be required is the weather and deterioration of conditions at sea. We are extremely grateful to Jean Smith, the widow of the late Iian S. A. Smith who passed away earlier in the year, who decided to make a donation to Newbiggin. Jean contacted the RNLI and generously donated funds to pay for a new weather station in the boathouse which was recently installed. This instrument provides actual data on the current wind speed and direction as well as barometric pressure and temperature. We are extremely grateful for this generous donation which will be a valuable resource here for years to come.

As I bring this report to a close it is appropriate to note that the major bay regeneration works here are now complete. Costing over £10.5 million the works have provided a replenished beach, an offshore reef and a unique offshore sculpture 'Couple'. The new reef now provides improved conditions for launching and recovering the lifeboat when the sea conditions deteriorate. Throughout the project Wansbeck District Council and their project team have worked closely with ourselves to ensure our access for lifeboat operations is maintained.

Can I conclude by thanking you for your interest in the RNLI here at Newbiggin and send you our best wishes for 2008. We extend a warm welcome to you to come and visit us at Newbiggin with the station open each Sunday. However if you would like any further information on Newbiggin Lifeboat Station then you can email me Richard Martin on martin.richard2@sky.com
Newbiggin Bay Update

Progress on the regeneration of Newbiggin Bay finished during the month and the contractors left the village. The details of these exciting developments are on 

www. newbigginbythesea.co.uk 

and follow the links to Newbiggin Bay.

Richard Martin 

31st December, 2007.
NEWBIGGIN’S 156TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








