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Lives Saved Since  1851   664 + 5 DOGS
Launches Since 1851   569

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for April 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more   

Weather Almanac for April 2008

The month got underway with a few April showers and on the 3rd the tempretures hit 18 degrees. However a shift in the wind brought much cooler conditions with hail, sleet and snow some of which was lying on the beach over the 6th and 7th. There were more days of showers and further unsettled conditions, with continuing onshore winds adding to the cold.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 6th, 13th and 27th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month
Plan for Newbiggin Maritime Centre unveiled

. The much-loved Mary Joicey lifeboat has been back to its ‘home’ port of Newbiggin by the Sea to help publicise the plans being proposed for a stunning new seafront heritage centre.

But unlike the time three years ago when the real boat came back to Newbiggin, it was a scaled down version of Mary Joicey that was on show as part of an exhibition to let local people see for themselves details of the proposed Heritage Centre plans before they are submitted to Wansbeck Council for planning permission.

The magnificent model lifeboat, one-twelfth the size of the real boat that guarded the coastline around Newbiggin for 15 years from 1966 onwards, has been painstakingly built by modeller Alan Wilson from Richmond in North Yorkshire.

It took him some 18 months to build his three foot-long model, which is a perfect replica of the Oakley-class offshore lifeboat.  After serving at Newbiggin, the Mary Joicey was deployed as a relief lifeboat at stations around Britain, before ending up on display in a park at Reading.

Three years ago the boat was brought back to Newbiggin with the intention of making it the central feature of the planned Heritage Centre.  Currently, the boat is laid up at a storage yard at West Sleekburn while volunteers work on the task of restoring it to pristine condition.

At the same time members of the Newbiggin Heritage Partnership are working on submissions for grant aid to allow the project to go ahead as another unique attraction in the village to complement the work carried out last year to construct a new breakwater, restore its beach with 500,000 tonnes of sand imported from off the coast of Skegness, and commission the Couple artwork by Sean Henry which stands looking out to sea from the top of the breakwater.

Alan, who brought his model to the exhibition, has been making replica lifeboats for more than 20 years.  “I’d always been interested in modelling from being a young lad, “ he said.

But, it was while on holiday in Oban in Scotland, that he first got hooked on lifeboats.  His first model was of the Philip Vaux stationed at Girvan, which is now on permanent loan to the local lifeboat station.

“The Mary Joicey was the last offshore boat stationed at Redcar, which is probably the closest port to my home, and the reason I wanted to build the model,” said Alan.  When he discovered its whereabouts at Reading, Alan went down to the park to take photographs and ‘get the feel of the boat’ before he started work on the model.’

He also talked at length to Richard Martin, chairman of the Heritage Partnership and the Newbiggin lifeboat mechanic, to find out as much as he could about the Mary Joicey.

“It’s been a labour of love really, but now I am so delighted that the real boat is being restored and will rightfully be returning to Newbiggin,” said Alan.

“It’s a fantastic model and seeing it brought back many memories for local people who visited the exhibition,” said Richard.  “The general feedback we got from people who saw the plans, was overwhelming support for the project, which we believe has the potential to become another fantastic visitor attraction in Newbiggin.”
Richard Martin  30/4/2008
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