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Lives Saved Since  1851   680 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   580

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for December 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more 

Weather Almanac for December 2008

The winter weather continued with below average raw days and nights, frequent frosts becoming the norm. The 4th was notable for driving sleet and snow a proper winter day though accumulations on the ground did not occur. As for Christmas it was a perfect day for weather, mild and sunny with light winds.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 7th,21st and 30th

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There was one service call during the month with details as follows;

Wednesday 31st December, 2008

At about 0948 hours the pagers were activated after the Newbiggin fishing coble ‘Endeavour’ put out a call for help following an engine cooling problem. The lifeboat was quickly away and found the casualty about three miles east of the station. A tow was connected and the coble was towed back to the safety of the bay.

 First Aid Training

Volunteers from the station completed a period of intensive first aid training at the boathouse. The course was led by Medical Trainer Nick Darlison and began on November 19th. On the final night, Thursday 11th December, 2008, there was a series of practical training scenarios on the beach, in the frost and cold. At the end of the course all candidates were awarded the RNLI First Aid certificate which will be valid for the next three years.

Tractor Training

On Monday 29th December, 2008 DDE North Niel Hancock was on station for a day of tractor driver training and assessments. Brothers Ian and Paul Davison together with Geoff Leslie were put through a series of rigerous training exercises coupled with a boathouse question and answer session. At the end of the day this trio were approved to operate the lifeboat tracytor as and when required.
Richard Martin
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