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Lives Saved Since  1851   671 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   573

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for July 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more   

Weather Almanac for July 2008

Once again the promise of some summer weather eluded us with further rain / showers and below average temperatures.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 10th, 24h (insp.) and 27th (LB Day)

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There was  three service calls during the month with details as follows;

Newbiggin Lifeboat called out twice in one day 19/07/2008

Newbiggin Lifeboat volunteers were called out twice today for two separate casualties. The first call came in late afternoon after a group of three youngsters became trapped by the rising tide on the breakwater at the north end of the bay. The lifeboat was quickly launched to the trio who were landed safely on the shore.

The second call for the day came in at about 22.15 hours after reports of a small auxiliary tender drifting out to sea south east of Newbiggin. The lifeboat was again launched and after a search found the vessel drifting but with nobody on board. The small craft, less than 3 metres in length, was recovered and returned to Newbiggin. After refuelling, washing down and making ready for service the volunteers once again returned home at 2330 hours.

One final note is that in the 157 year history of Newbiggin Lifeboat Station this is the first call to take place on 19th July calendar day.

Persons cut off by tide 25/07/2008
A visit to the seaside almost ended in disaster tonight when two youngsters and their pet dog became the victims of a rapidly flowing tide.
The drama began at about 1800 hours at Cresswell Scars, a section of rocks on the edge of the beautiful Druridge bay sands, rocks which are surrounded by the sea each time it flows. The speed of the incoming tide caught the pair and the dog out and their escape route to the shore was quickly cut off. A worried adult with the children soon realised the danger they were in and contacted the coastguard for help. Within minutes Newbiggin RNLI's Atlantic 75 lifeboat ‘CSMA 75th Anniversary' was underway with their volunteer crew heading north to Cresswell. On arriving at Cresswell the group were seen on the diminishing rocky area and were carried into the lifeboat before being taken ashore where they were looked at by coastguards from Newbiggin.

Jimmie Dawson, Helmsman on the lifeboat commented ' on arrival at the rock edge the children were clearly frightened by the rising water so Jeff Brown and Paul Davison, who were the other members of this rescue team, quickly jumped into the sea and carried the two children onto the lifeboat - the children's signs of despair quickly ebbed away'.

Newbiggin Lifeboat Press Officer Richard Martin praised the quick response of the rescue teams and added' whilst the group had been playing on the rocks with an adult nearby the rapidly flowing tide caught out all of them. It is important to appreciate that the tide flows into these areas very quickly and the outcome but for the actions of the lifeboat could have been much more different. I urge the public to be aware of the SAFE message whilst on the beach.

Newbiggin Lifeboat Open Air Service
17/07/2008
An 'Open Air Service' at the boathouse on Sunday 20th July, 2008 will signal the start of Lifeboat Week here at Newbiggin by the Sea. The event begins at 3.00pm in the boathouse and will include the Blessing of the Lifeboat and local fishing fleet. Refreshments will be served in the boathouse at the end of the service. This event also signals the start of Lifeboat Week when the final preparations by the Newbiggin Ladies Guild take place in rediness for Harbour Day on Sunday 27th July, 2008. This major event in Newbiggin's fundraising calender once again takes place next to the boathouse and gets underway at 1.30pm.

Lifeboat Day 2008

Despite mist and fog Newbiggin's Annual Lifeboat Day went off well with over £2300 being raised in the afternoon. The event got underway early in the afternoon with an array of stalls for the visitor and live entertainment throughout the afternoon. The lifeboat was at sea for rescue demonstrations and Blyth RNLI Lifeboat also came along to add to the display. Elsewhere on the shore there was the former Whitby pulling lifeboat on display as well as displays of model boats and the Coble and Keelboat roadshow.
Richard Martin

 31/7/2008
NEWBIGGIN’S 157TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








