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Lives Saved Since  1851   664 + 5 DOGS
Launches Since 1851   569

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for March 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more   

Weather Almanac for March 2008

March was another month of fresh to strong south west winds which perpetuated the problems associated with wind blown sand at the boathouse. The latter part of the month saw the wind blow from the north with particularly rough conditions on the 21st. This date also heralded the start of more seasonal wintry conditions with sleet and hail. However after a few days the temperature lifted in the overcast days accompanied by further showers of rain.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the 9th,16th and 30th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There was one service call during the month with details as follows;

Lifeboat Callout One – 4th March, 2008 

Missing Fisherman – Major Search operation
Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station as well as three other lifeboat stations were called out last night for a search for a missing fisherman.

The search began as a result of a mayday call at 1654 from the Eyemouth registered fishing boat ‘Sanlormarho2’ who had lost a crewmember overboard one mile east of Blyth. Volunteers at Newbiggin were already on station preparing for an evening exercise so they lost no time in getting the search underway in daylight. Lifeboats from Blyth, Cullercoats and Tynemouth joined in the search with numerous fishing boats saturating the area to look for the missing man. Overhead a RAF Sea King helicopter also scanned the sea and coastline. The operation continued for five hours in a biting cold wind and rough sea conditions. Lifeboat crews returned ashore mid way through the evening to collect fuel and change over crewmembers on the boat.

Just after 2200 hours it was agreed to call off the search and all rescue units returned to station.

RNLI CHAIRMAN VISITS NEWBIGGIN LIFEBOAT STATION
Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station who were recently thanked for their lifetime contribution to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution have been meeting with the RNLI Chairman on Monday. Admiral Sir Jock Slater was visiting the North East and had taken time to visit Newbiggin Lifeboat Station to meet these very special volunteers personally including Barbara Martin, Ann Cowan, Carol and Jimmie Dawson together with George Dawson.

Barbara Martin is the  President of the Newbiggin Ladies Lifeboat Guild who has received a Bar to her Gold Badge in recognition of 46 years volunteering and who with a team of dedicated volunteer fundraisers at Newbiggin has raised vital funds over the years. Barbara has held several offices in the Ladies Guild over that time and acknowledged the team working and enthusiasm necessary to succeed over the many years.

Ann Cowan, Treasurer was also presented to the Chairman and she was congratulated  for her financial work at the station providing a great deal of work behind the scenes to prepare and update the station accounts.

Carol and Jimmie Dawson of the Creswell Arms, Newbiggin received a special framed award for their own fundraising events at this establishment. During their time at the Creswell Arms they have raised thousands of pounds thanks to the support of their customers. Carol and Jimmie also provide valuable service to the operational running of the lifeboat with Carol carrying out a role as Tractor Driver whilst Jimmie is a Lifeboat Helmsman.

Finally George Dawson former Deputy Launching Authority for Newbiggin Lifeboat was presented with an original oil painting of the former Newbiggin Lifeboat ‘Mary Joicey’. George was the last Coxswain of this offshore lifeboat having given service to Newbiggin’s lifeboats since the 1950’s. Over the years George has seen many changes in the lifeboat as well as the transition of Newbiggin Lifeboat Station from an offshore station to an inshore station. During his time with the lifeboat George was awarded Vellum Service Certificates in recognition of two difficult lifeboat rescues in 1975 and again in 1976.

Admiral Sir Jock Slater will be visiting a number of lifeboat stations during his time in the region and has also officially opened of the new Grace Darling Museum on Tuesday.

Richard Martin spokesman at Newbiggin said ‘ it was a great honour to welcome Admiral Sir Jock Slater to Newbiggin and we appreciate his taking time to meet our volunteer team here especially these particular volunteers who have given an enormous amount of their time to support the RNLI’.
Richard Martin  31/3/2008
NEWBIGGIN’S 157TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








