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Lives Saved Since  1851   676 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   578

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for October 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more 

Weather Almanac for October 2008

The month was generally fine for the first part with days that would be described as warm – perhaps this was the summer we missed. By the 19th we were battered by gale force winds and heavy showers and after some settled days thereafter the days of frost started which coincided with the end of BST.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 5th, 19th and 30th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Looking Back
Foundation Stone laid for Lifeboat house

The Newcastle Journal on October 11th, 1851 carried the following report;

‘The foundation stone of a Lifeboat house was laid a few days ago at Newbiggin on which the health of the Duke of Northumberland, through his liberality and benevolence the erection is to be made was drunk with great enthusiasm. An address to the Noble Duke expressive of the gratitude of the inhabitants for a munificent gift of a Lifeboat for the district is in the course of preparation’

New Lifeboat Arrives

 On October 16th, 1852 the Newcastle Journal reported on a historic day at Newbiggin;

‘On Monday October 11th, 1852 the splendid new Lifeboat provided by the Duke of Northumberland for Newbiggin was delivered by the naval steam tug ‘Lightening’. Captain Washington, Master of the ‘Lightening’ addressed the gathered fishermen and mariners. They tended their grateful acknowledgement to the Noble Duke for his benevolence and liberality in affording so manifest proof of his care for their lives and welfare. On reaching the shore the boat was immediately hauled up to the house also erected at the expense of His Grace.

The hardy fishermen finished off with several rounds of hearty cheers for their great benefactor, the Noble Duke’.
Richard Martin
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