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Lives Saved Since  1851   676 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   578

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for September 2008       

Exercises       Services     and much more 

Weather Almanac for September 2008

The Indian Summer did not happen and the month remained unsettled. The notable weather days were earlier in the month with significant rain bringing disaster to the region. The rain began to fall on the 5th with a steady fall during the day. By the evening the rain came down heavier and this continued with driving rain throughout the 6th. This led to the floods across the region and our own involvement is detailed below.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the 11th, 18th (dry), 21s and 25th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were two service calls during the month with details as follows;

Lifeboat Volunteers help out during local floods Saturday 06/09/2008 + Sunday 07/09/2008.
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution has deployed a team of 21 volunteers and five lifeboats to Morpeth in Northumberland to assist with inland flooding. The charity's rescue team comprises lifeboat crew from Redcar, Blyth, Newbiggin, Amble and Sunderland RNLI lifeboat stations along with members of the RNLI Flood Rescue Team and RNLI North coast staff.
Two more lifeboats are currently on route from the RNLI's Divisional Base on Teesside to help other emergency services evacuate the hundreds of people in need of help.

Waveney Crookes, RNLI Training Divisional Inspector for the North, is in command of the charity's team in Morpeth. He said:

'Conditions are really atrocious in Morpeth and we expect to be working through the night. Two RNLI lifeboat crews are currently evacuating people from homes on the south bank of the River Wansbeck and we are also deploying lifeboats to an old people's home on the north bank to take blankets, food and water for the residents, who are being moved from the ground floor to ensure their safety.

'While the RNLI has no statutory obligation with regard to inland flooding, the Institution has made it clear on a number of occasions to all Chief Constables and Chief Fire Officers that providing a request is made and there is an immediate risk to life, the RNLI will respond.

'On this occasion we are deploying RNLI lifeboats at the request of the Morpeth police. I would also like to reassure the public that the integrity of our coastal rescue operations is not compromised.'

07/09/2008

A team of 21 RNLI crew members worked tirelessly for 15 hours through Saturday night and Sunday morning to rescue people from flooded homes in Morpeth, Northumberland.

The charity's rescue team included lifeboat volunteers from Blyth, Newbiggin, Amble, Sunderland and Redcar, who used seven lifeboats to evacuate around 24 people and their pets and to transport vital medicine, food, water and other supplies. The RNLI crews also carried doctors to people in need of medical attention and gas and electricity engineers to places with gas leaks and power cuts.

Waveney Crookes, RNLI Training Divisional Inspector for the north of England, was in command of the charity's team in Morpeth. He describes conditions as ‘atrocious'.

He adds: ‘My heart goes out to the people of Morpeth. I can't imagine what life is going to be like for them over the next few weeks. The RNLI team was working in houses where the water came up to our chests and fridge-freezers were just floating around. Some of the people we were rescuing were very distressed but generally they seemed amazingly stoical, if a bit cold and wet.'

RNLI crews are used to rescuing people at sea but inland flooding offers very different challenges. Some volunteers are now trained in swift water rescue techniques so they can respond to inland incidents like this.

Wednesday 17/09/2008
The pagers were activated at about 1540 hours local following a call from the local fishing coble ‘Three Sisters R’ who had ran out of fuel. The lifeboat was quickly underway and found the casualty about a mile south of the station. With a tow connected the journey home began and both vessels arrived in the bay about 1610 hours.

Richard Martin

 30/9/2008
NEWBIGGIN’S 157TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








