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Lives Saved Since  1851   630 + 4 DOGS
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Weather for August 2005 

After a cold end to July, August began warmer but with showers for the first few weeks. After a few days of more seasonal weather the unsettled theme returned and there was no days of wall to wall sunshine. On the 31st we were hit by a storm at about 1730hours. It became dark, the streetlights came on then the region was battered by heavy rain with constant thunder and lightening for over an hour. It was also the last day of the salmon drift-netting season on the north east coast. At Newbiggin the two vessels on this fishery were forced to run for home never knowing if they were going to be a direct hit on the sea. There were a reported 20,00 lightening strikes in the region. At the end of the day there was damage to property, flooding and travel chaos.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 14th.
Services

There were six service calls during the month with details as follows;

Wednesday 3rd August, 2005.

The pagers were activated at about 18.11hours following a report of an inflatable blowing out to sea. The lifeboat and crew were got ready but the launch was cancelled when information was received that the casualty had safely reached the shore.

Thursday 11th August, 2005.

The pagers were activated at about 17.25hours following a report of a boat ‘Osprey’ broken down. The lifeboat was launched and escorted the vessel safely ashore.

Wednesday 17th August, 2005.

The pagers were activated at about 19.43hours following reports of a person or persons in the sea in the Cambois bay area. The initial information regarding the casualty (s) was not clear so the coastguard requested the lifeboat standby at the boathouse. About 20 minutes later the coastguard was contacted by the station and after discussions the lifeboat was launched. Nothing was found after an hour long search until dusk so the lifeboat returned to station. It later was ascertained that the casualty was found at home – dry??

Tuesday 23rd August, 2005

The pagers were activated at 12.23hours following a report of a missing 12 year old. The lifeboat was quickly launched to be joined by airborne support from the RAF helicopter and Police helicopter. After about an hour of searching the incident was closed after the casualty had been seen on a bus!

The lifeboat was safely recovered when information had been received regarding a local fishing coble ‘Margaret Lisle’ who had run aground on rocks near Creswell whilst recovering fishing gear. The lifeboat was launched with the salvage pump on board and stood by whilst the casualty was refloated. The lifeboat then escorted the casualty safely back to Newbiggin arriving ashore at about 17.00hours.

Monday 29th August, 2005.

The pagers were activated at about 14.10hours following a report of youngsters being blown out to sea on an inflatable. The lifeboat was quickly launched and was on scene within minutes to find that the two 11year olds were on the beach. The lifeboat recovered an inflatable dolphin which ended its days at the station!

Richard Martin

31st August, 2005.

NEWBIGGIN’S 154TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








