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This Month’s Headlines

Weather for April 2007        Exercises            

Services     Raise the Roof    Bay Project   

Weather Almanac for April 2007

A cool north east wind reminded us winter was not long passed for April Fool’s Day but just to ‘fool’ us we did have very warm weather from the 4th. A cold sea and a warm land mass meant that by the 14th fog prevailed at the coast but it was warm inland, some say it was hot seventy degrees by the 15th. The south westerly shifted to the south east causing the sea defence barge to be moved out of the bay until the swell had eased off. Once again the wind shifted to the south west at the end of the month, warm weather was back but wind blown sand caused problems around the boathouse.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were four service calls during the month with details as follows;

Tuesday 10th April, 2007

Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called out at about 1400 hours today following a report of a missing canoeist north of the station. The lifeboat was quickly launched and began a search of the area for the missing 20 year old male. The conditions were fresh offshore with a choppy sea. The search was joined by a rescue helicopter from RAF Boulmer and they carried out a check of the area offshore with the lifeboat inshore scouring the rock ends and shoals. After about 15minutes the casualty was located and airlifted to hospital for treatment. He had been clinging to his upturned canoe and was not wearing a lifejacket. The lifeboat recovered the missing canoe and retuned it to station. The incident was closed at 1445 hours.

Thursday 12th April, 2007.

Newbiggin's Station Atlantic 75 'CSMA 75th Anniversary' returned today after its overhaul at the Inshore Lifeboat Centre at Cowes over the last five months and received a call shortly after trails at sea. The lifeboat had just got underway for a run of the engines and training on board the lifeboat when the Newbiggin local fishing coble 'Three Sisters' fouled its propeller and needed assistance. The lifeboat headed towards the casualty and assisted the coble getting underway before returning to station.

Monday 16th April, 2007

The incident began at about 1800 hours when police noticed a man in difficulties in the sea near to the Sandy Bay Caravan Park which is a mile south of Newbiggin by the Sea. Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were paged and within minutes had their high speed rescue craft 

CSMA 75th Anniversary launched and heading to the search area. The lifeboat team were on scene minutes later and quickly spotted the man who was clearly in difficulty. One of the lifeboat volunteer crew jumped into the sea to initially make the casualty safe and offer reassurance. The casualty was helped onto the lifeboat then transferred for a short journey back to the lifeboat base at Newbiggin where waiting paramedics transferred him to Wansbeck District General Hospital.

Monday 30th April, 2007

Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called out at about 1900 hours tonight following reports of a canoe partially submerged south of the station. The station Atlantic 75 Class Lifeboat 'CSMA 75th Anniversary' was launched in a few minutes in moderate to rough sea conditions to locate the canoe. 

Minutes later the lifeboat team were on scene and pulled the canoe out of the water and into the lifeboat. The canoe was badly damaged and unlikely to have had anyone on board. However the lifeboat carried out a full search of the adjacent sea area before returning to station about 25 minutes later. The canoe was landed into the care of the small boat park.

Singer to Raise the Roof

A local singer has stepped forward to help raise some money towards the £1500 repair bill. Local singer Andy Max read about the vandalism in the local paper and decided to do something to help the lifesaving charity at Newbiggin. With the help of a couple of other supporting acts Buzzin Bessie and Mick Meatloaf the group are holding a 'Raise the Roof Charity Night' at the Bank House Club Newbiggin by the Sea on Wednesday 2nd May, 2007 between 7.00pm and 11.00pm. 

Richard Martin
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NEWBIGGIN’S 156TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








