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Weather for February 2006

February began mild and calm with fog patches on the 4th. The wind then freshened from the south west on the 6th then by the 9th had swung around and freshened northwestherly with rough sea conditions and wintry showers. The weather then remained unsettled for a few days thankfully interspersed by some mild days. However February 19th saw a change to distinctly winter weather. The wind changed again to the north east heralding the change. Wintry showers and a rough sea reminded we are not out of the winter yet, conditions which lasted until the end of the month.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 1st,(TDI),5th and 15th.

Services

There was one service call during the month with details as follows
Saturday 18th February, 2006

It was a fine Saturday afternoon when a two people set out in a kyak off the beach at Creswell. They had been out in the surf but it soon became apparent that they could not turn around in the surf and would have to go beyond the surf line and turn around there. Concern over their safety was felt by their party on the shore so a call was made via the coastguard for assistance. Volunteers form Newbiggin Lifeboat Station duly mustered when the pagers were activated at 16.27 hours. The lifeboat was quickly launched and was on scene minutes later to find the casualty has safely made the shore with no effects. The lifeboat duly returned to station to be refuelled washed down and made ready for service at about 1730 hours.

Divisional Conference, Harrogate

Delegates from the station attended the RNLI Divisional Conference at Harrogate on the 16th and 17th. The conference is held every other year and provides a forum for representatives from all stations in the North Division to get together, share ideas and problems. The day also saw an update by the Chief of Operations on developments around the coast as well as some small group workshops to discuss specific topics. 

Looking Back – 100Years ago
French Barque and Crew Saved

February 25th, 1906 was a busy day for the crew of Newbiggin Lifeboat with their endures beginning at 6.30am and not concluding until midnight. The casualty was the 2000 ton barque ‘ Martha Reux’ of Le Harve which was stranded on rocks some two-mile south of the Station. 

The Morpeth Herald takes up the story;

‘The news of a ship ashore caused a great deal of excitement at Newbiggin and Blyth on Sunday morning. The vessel turned out to be an iron sailing French barque, named the ‘Martha Roux’ which was laden with barley. Despite having a North Sea Pilot on board she went ashore when the weather was foggy. The spot where she grounded is near the spot of the ill-fated ‘Anglia’ and where the Newbiggin fishermen met a fatal disaster’.

The Lifeboat was at once launched and found the vessel. She had a cargo of grain, bound for Leith from San Francisco and there were 18 crew on board. The wind had been strong from the southeast and the sea was rough but fortunately the wind was beginning to blow off the land. The Lifeboat stood by for some hours but as the crew did not want to leave the barque the Lifeboat returned ashore. Two hours later at 1.00pm the barque again signalled for assistance and accordingly the Lifeboat was launched. With the tide flowing the Lifeboat crew assisted with the salvaging and the vessel was taken into Blyth Harbour then returned back to Newbiggin at midnight.

However the thought of safety in the harbour for this particular ship was not to be and the Morpeth Herald takes up the story;

‘While entering the harbour she got beyond control and in the high wind dashed with considerable force into the West Pier. Much of her own head gear was carried away, and the woodwork of the upper structure of the pier damaged. Subsequently in attempting to enter the new south harbour she was again caught by the full violence of the gale and carried out of her course striking the round head at the entrance of the dock. She was eventually moored at one of the wharves in the south harbour and made fast for the night’.

The next day there was a great deal of activity in pumping out the ship and moving her to a safer position which was done by evening after many frantic efforts.

Richard Martin

28th February, 2006.

NEWBIGGIN’S 155TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








