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Lives Saved Since  1851   655 + 4 DOGS

Launches Since 1851   556
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for February 2007        Exercises            

Services      Eminent


Weather Almanac for February 2007

The month will be notable for the absence of sustained frost and snow, bright and mild weather being more memorable. The exception was a dusting of snow on the 7th followed by onshore winds which made it raw for about a week. On the other side of the coin warmer weather saw daytime temperatures sore to a high of 11 degrees on the 20th.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the 4th, 18th and 21st.

Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Sand Clearing

The down side of the mild weather and the fresh to strong south west winds is wind blown sand. Unfortunately the lifeboat house is directly in line with these winds and the sands blows off the beach to be deposited around its perimeter. AS a result the volunteers have had to commit time to clearing sand knowing that another day of similar windy conditions will cancel their efforts out.

The Eminent Rescue

Looking back at the month of February the most notable rescue in the teeth of winter weather is the Eminent. This is the report of the rescue.

Second Coxswain George R. Taylor took charge for one of the Station’s most difficult launches for this service on February 4th, 1940.

The Lifeboat records for that day as well as note from John Robinson comment;

‘At 4.50am on Sunday morning information was received that a vessel had driven ashore north of Newbiggin point. The Lifeboat house was opened up on this stormy morning with sleet showers, the Lifeboat was brought out for a low water launch. Once again the women of the village were well represented in the launching and would play an important part as this incident developed. With the Lifeboat underway it was discovered that one of the engines was not running and the force of the weather being so heavy was too much for the little Lifeboat. An enormous sea appeared and hit the Lifeboat which was knocked back into the bay. Only the skill of the second Coxswain in setting away the sea anchor and holding a straight course, saved the Lifeboat. Washed up on the beach broadside on to the sea the Lifeboat was then put back onto the Carriage and hauled up the beach. It was decided by all concerned that no further action be taken until daylight. The Secretary further commented that the Lifeboat was not heavy enough to take the weather at the point.

After about an hour members of the Station visited the place of the stranding and made a decision that the only way to rescue the crew was to bring the Lifeboat over the moor and launch as near as possible to the ship. For the second time that day the call went out for more volunteer helpers and once again the women equaled the number of men pulling on the ropes. In deplorable cold, snowy weather conditions the sixty helpers dragged the Lifeboat off the sandy beach, up the Pant Road, over undulating moorland until at 8.00am they reached a gap on the moor known as ‘ashy gutter’. This is the second gap north of the Golf Clubhouse. The Lifeboat had to be taken over the rocks called ‘Whitehole skeers’ then she was ready for launching. Once launched the Lifeboat proceeded to the casualty and took off the eleven crew. They were landed on the rocks and sent away by ambulance. There was a wait whilst the tackle was brought by horse and cart from the Station to haul the boat up again. This was a long job to bring the boat up off the shore on the skids, through the golf bunker and then up to the Carriage. The Lifeboat was then hauled back to the Station arriving at 11.00am.The Lifeboat suffered some damage on the rocks but this was immediately repaired. The district engineer has also been out to the Station that day’. 

However, the job was completed and the determination of ‘our women’ was once more rewarded with the presentation of their second ‘Thanks on Vellum’ from the RNLI. Indeed the London ‘Illustrated’, in 1941, led with the headline ‘Newbiggin breeds Britain’s toughest women’ for the record of being twice awarded a Vellum from the Institution for difficult launches, one being this dramatic overland launch.  

Richard Martin

28th February 2007
NEWBIGGIN’S 156TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








