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Lives Saved Since  1851   637 + 4 DOGS

Launches Since 1851   541
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for January 2006 Exercises    Services  Year of the Volunteer Award

Weather for January 2006

2006 began overcast but mild with frosty conditions days later. There was a lack of sunshine this month which made this month even more unpalatable. However by the 19th the mild conditions were evident with temperatures hitting 13 degrees a short lived good day between the many raw days. Indeed by the end of the month more noticeable frost pulling temperatures down to minus 5 degrees and remaining sub-zero during daylight hours.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 8th and 24th.
Services

There were two service calls during the month with details as follows;

Sunday 1st January 2006.

The first call in 2006 for the RNLI fleet of lifeboats came at 01.59hours at Tower Lifeboat Station, London probably as a result of the new year celebrations? When the pagers went off at Newbiggin at 19.20 hours there was initial surprise that a call should come in on New Year’s night in the current fine conditions. The volunteers were quickly on scene and the lifeboat made ready for launching. The casualty was a possible person in the water near to the river Wansbeck. The lifeboat was launched minutes later but seconds after getting underway the request to stand down was made by the coastguard. The lifeboat was duly recovered and washed down with the boathouse locked up by 2100hours.

Newbiggin Lifeboat Station was the 14th to receive a service call in 2006 and the first lifeboat launch in the North Division.

Wednesday 18th January 2006

Information was received at about 11.42 hours that the coble ‘Anne’ of Seaton Sluice had broken down north of the station. The casualty did not have a vhf radio and communications were restricted to a mobile phone. The lack of a vhf also precluded the use of any D/F by the coastguard. In fine conditions the lifeboat was launched and after investigating a number of other vessels the casualty was located. An escort began south and the casualty advised the lifeboat that with their engine now operating they were happy to proceed home with no further assistance. The lifeboat therefore returned to station.
Year of the Volunteer Award

Last month I reported the success of one of our volunteers my Dad Richard Martin (better known as Tim) receiving one of 2005 commemorative medals for the Year of the Volunteer. Following on from the medal award Tim was shortlisted by the Volunteer Awards Panel to be one of 45 awardees invited to the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, London. At the ceremony he was runner up in the ‘Commitment Category’ for ‘volunteers who have shown true dedication, perhaps carrying out essential but not necessarily inspiring work, with little thanks or obvious reward’. The recognition of this service reflects well on the station, our community and the RNLI – well done Dad.
Richard Martin

31st January, 2006.
NEWBIGGIN’S 155TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








