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Lives Saved Since  1851   648 + 4 DOGS

Launches Since 1851   551
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for June 2006        Exercises            

Services    

Weather Almanac for June 2006

Fine, settled and at times hot sums up this month.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the 4th, 15th and 24th (Blyth Lifeboat Day).
Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There was lots of service calls during the month with details as follows; 

25th May, 2006

Lifeboat volunteers from Newbiggin were called to help to action following reports of an unfortunate dog being unable to make the shore at Newbiggin. At about 1255 local time the pagers were activated for the canine casualty. Fortunately as the lifeboat was being made ready the dog made its way ashore and the volunteers were stood down.

31st May, 2006

Just before 1500hours volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called for an immediate launch following reports of a male adult in the sea and in difficulties in the Sandy Bay area of Cambois Bay. Lifeguards from Sandy Bay had managed to recover the man from the sea when the lifeboat arrived only minutes later but his medical condition gave cause for concern. The lifeguards and the lifeboat volunteers gave first aid on the shore and the casualty condition improved as a result of this help. A Rescue Helicopter

from RAF Boulmer arrived on the scene and airlifted the casualty to Wansbeck District General Hospital. With the incident closed the lifeboat returned to station.

Sunday 4th June, 2006.

Another call for lifeboat assistance came following reports of a vessel putting out smoke at about noon on Sunday. Newbiggin lifeboat was already out at sea when they were diverted to give assistance whilst on a training exercise.

The vessel did indeed need help and was in at the north end of Druridge Bay. Newbiggin lifeboat proceeded but with Amble lifeboat also in the vicinity Amble took the vessel in tow.

Sunday 4th June, 2006

The next call came on Sunday evening and followed a report to Newbiggin Lifeboat´s Boathouse Manager Tim Martin from local fisherman Dennis Hyde. Cries for help had been heard through the darkness coming from the breakwater in Newbiggin Bay and with the tide restricting access to the structure the Lifeboat team were called out at 22.47 to investigate and assist. On launching the first casualty was found in a distressed state on the breakwater and brought ashore by the lifeboat. Other volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat were joined by Paramedics and auxiliary coastguards to bring another casualty along the hazardous rocky structure and up to the boathouse. Both casualties were attended to in the boathouse before being handed over to the Ambulance Service.

Monday 5th June, 2006

At about 07.12 on Monday morning a report was received requesting lifeboat assistance for a local fishing coble. The Newbiggin fishing coble Crystal Sea with two persons on board had suffered gearbox problems whilst fishing in the Lyne Bay area off Lynemouth. Once again the volunteer team turned out and within minutes were alongside the casualty who could not make the shore as a result of the problem. A tow was attached and the lifeboat towed the coble back to Newbiggin.

Tuesday 20th June 2006 

A search of the sea near Church Point Newbiggin was called off last night and an upturned boat towed ashore.

The drama began when volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station received information from Church Point Caravan Park that an upturned boat was being blown out to sea. Early reports also indicated that two children had been seen at the boat but it could not be ascertained whether they had ventured out.

Newbiggin’s Atlantic 75 class lifeboat CSMA 75th Anniversary was launched at 8.00pm with four crew on board to begin a thorough search of the sea in the vicinity of the three metre drifting vessel. Newbiggin’s volunteer rescuers were joined by a rescue helicopter and coastguards but after two hours the search was called off as darkness began to fall.

Newbiggin lifeboat recovered the upturned boat and returned it to the shore.

Newbiggin Lifeboat Press Officer Richard Martin added ‘the search operation was begun in minutes and despite careful investigation by all search units nothing was found’.

Sunday 25th June, 2006 

A sinking vessel with four persons on board sparked a major rescue drama at Newbiggin by the Sea earlier today.

The incident began when the six metre cabin cruiser ‘Double Trouble’ of Amble began taking in water and the four occupants on board realised they needed urgent help,

At about 0835 hours on a damp Sunday morning volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were awoken from their beds for the urgent call for help. Only minutes later the Atlantic 75 class lifeboat ‘CSMA 75th Anniversary’ which is stationed at Newbiggin was proceeding at full speed to the casualty who was about half a mile east of Beacon Point Newbiggin. The lifeboat crew of four had taken with them the rescue salvage pump which was essential for this type of incident.

The volunteer lifeboat was on scene in minutes and realised there was no time to spare due to the predicament of the casualty vessel. The casualty’s occupants were brought on board the safety of the lifeboat and the pumping

operation begun immediately as the water level was dangerously high. After a few anxious moments the endeavours of the lifeboat volunteers paid off

and the water level in the casualty began to drop. With the situation now under control the lifeboat towed the casualty back to Newbiggin beach where it was checked over.

Wednesday June 28, 2006

A report of an inflatable been carried out to sea late on Tuesday evening by volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station. The initial reports came in at about 2115 hours from a member of the public at the Church Point Caravan Park. A small yellow object was occasionally breaking the surf east of Church Point. As a precaution the coastguard requested

that the Newbiggin Lifeboat launch and investigate.

At about 2125 hours the Atlantic 75 lifeboat CSMA 75th Anniversary was launched from the beach at Newbiggin with four volunteer crew on board and proceeded at full speed through the choppy sea to the reported object. Within two minutes the lifeboat located the object about quarter of a mile north east of Church Point. It turned out to be a bunch of balloons but it gave comfort to know nobody on this instance was in danger.

Richard J. Martin

June 30th, 2006.
NEWBIGGIN’S 155TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








