
2
 Newbiggin Lifeboat Station
- 2 -


JANUARY  2007                        VOl.2:57
Newbiggin Lifeboat Station

Lives Saved Since  1851   655 + 4 DOGS

Launches Since 1851   556
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for January 2007        Exercises            

Services      
Lifeboat SOS Day

Heritage Update

Weather Almanac for January 2007

After a stormy night the sun rose into blue sky to herald the New Year, it was mild and even a few windsurfers were out in the bay. The month had many days of fresh / strong / gale force south west winds particularly between the 11th and 16th. The wind in this direction lifts the sand and brings a problem to the promenade user and ourselves at the lifeboat station. Indeed on several occasions visits to the boathouse has entailed hours of work clearing sand. As for winter, well there was some frost and a dusting of snow on the 23rd and 25th but nothing more than that.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 14th and 17th (DI Visit)

Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Newbiggin by the Sea Heritage Partnership update

Volunteers from the Partnership have made good progress with the project during the latter part of 2006. Following a successful education venture with University of Northumbria, Newcastle designs for the proposed new heritage centre were developed and a shortlist of ten concepts made it to a public consultation event in the summer. Members of the community voted on their favourite design and as a result the design by Charlotte Simpson received the most votes. 

The existing heritage centre and its displays have been well supported over the summer months with our volunteers meeting and greeting the visitors. It is planned to further extend the opening period in 2007 to coincide with the Bay project as it is envisaged that many more visitors will be down this year to discover Newbiggin.

Support of the project has come from all over the country and abroad with donations to the project in many ways. We are always very grateful for this support. One couple, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Alsopp from Guildford visited Newbiggin in the autumn and donated a splendid model of Newbiggin’s fourth lifeboat ‘Robert and Susan’ which is a fantastic addition. 

Local artist Mike Smith of Whitley Bay has also painted an original painting of ‘Mary Joicey’ at sea and copies of this dramatic picture are available to raise funds. He is working on another picture to be unveiled this summer.

Work on ‘’Mary Joicey’ continues at a good pace with painting inside the lifeboat begun. International Paints via local resident David Storey have made a generous donation of paint for the project. Major repairs to the lifeboat carriage have now been completed so that the lifeboat can be easily moved.
Local Children respond to RNLI SOS

Staff and Pupils from Windsor First School Newbiggin by the Sea have been stepping out to support the Royal National Lifeboat Institution as part of the SOS ‘Save our Souls Day’ on Friday 26th January, 2007. On that day they wore their trainers for the day and also raised £127 to help train lifeboat volunteers.

The lifesaving charity is encouraging school children and workers throughout the country to support SOS Day by wearing trainers instead of their normal school or work shoes, or by holding a dress down or themed day. 

All those taking part will be encouraged to donate £1 to wear their trainers for the day instead of their usual footwear.

Newbiggin Lifeboat Mechanic Richard Martin said ‘the RNLI volunteer lifeboat crews, including those here in Newbiggin, are on call 24 hours a day 7 days a week. Whatever the weather they will drop everything to launch the lifeboat and go to the rescue of anyone. Imagine what it is like to leave the comfort of your warm bed on a stormy night to go to the assistance of someone you don’t even know’.

Apart from raising money for the RNLI the children will be given an insight into the volunteer activities at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station as well as information on sea safety.
Richard J. Martin

31st January 2007
NEWBIGGIN’S 156TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








