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Lives Saved Since  1851   664 + 4 DOGS
Launches Since 1851   564

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for July 2007        

Exercises            Services     and much more   

Weather Almanac for July 2007

The unwelcome unseasonable weather continued throughout the month with many unsettled and wet days. On the 17th there was torrential rain at times accompanied by thunder and lightening. Indeed similar weather to this occurred late on after lifeboat day this month.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 1st, 8th and 25th (Inspector visit)

Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were two service calls during the month with details as follows;

Sunday 8th July, 2007

Lifeboat volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called out at about 1900 hours tonight following a call from a broken down speedboat which was drifting off Church Point.

The 16 foot long speedboat with three persons on board had been out at sea all afternoon when their return home was prevented due to engine failure. A spare engine they also had on board failed to start. The lifeboat was quickly launched and found the casualty half mile east of Church Pont. Two of the casualty's crew were put on board the lifeboat whilst lifeboat crew were put on the casualty for the tow back home. With a tow connected the casualty was brought back to Newbiggin and the three persons were reunited with dry land.

Saturday 14th July, 2007

Strong to gale force offshore winds have contributed to a number of lifeboat call outs on the north east coast today and Newbiggin duly responded to a call after the wind won against a 14 foot sailing dinghy. The drama began at about 1245 hours local when a sailing dinghy with two persons on board was overwhelmed by the wind. The two persons on board ended up in the sea clinging to the upturned vessel and hoping their plight had been seen. Ashore members of Newbiggin Sailing Club raised the alarm and minutes later Newbiggin's Atlantic 75 class lifeboat was launched and headed out to sea to search for the casualty. After a short time the casualty was located and brought alongside for the journey home. The two dinghy sailors were made safe on the lifeboat and checked over in case they needed any medical attention. After about 20 minutes the lifeboat arrived safely ashore and the incident was closed.

Lifeboat Open Air Service 

Sunday 22nd July, 2007

The event marks the start of Lifeboat Week and is a chance to celebrate the work of the RNLI as well as bless the lifeboat and fishing fleet. Music was provided by the local Salvation Army Band with all local churches represented. The audience were entertained by Songsters who gave a number of renditions of well known musical pieces. After the event refreshments were served in the boathouse and the shop was open for some brisk trade.

Newbiggin in Bloom

On Monday 23rd July, 2007 Newbiggin by the Sea was having its 'Inspection' by the Northumbria in Bloom Judges. Their inspection route took them along the promenade and seeing the boathouse open they took the opportunity to have a look around the station and admire two small floral displays outside the boathouse doors.

The Inspection team were very interested about the work of the RNLI and admitted it had been some time since they had visited a lifeboat station. The volunteers on station made them very welcome and extended an invitation for them to visit again during the summer months perhaps to coincide with a lifeboat training exercise.

Lifeboat Day 2007

Sunday 29th July, 2007.
The efforts of the volunteers at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station paid off today when fine and sunny conditions brought out hundreds of people to support our major fundraising day. Almost œ2000 was raised in only a few hours thanks to a number of stalls and generous donations. The Newbiggin Volunteers had spent a great deal of time and effort getting things ready and thankfully the elements were in their favour.

The stalls included souvenirs, cakes, raffle, fancy goods and there were refreshments in the boathouse including a chocolate fountain. For the children there was a bouncy castle slide and a roundabout. In addition there were displays by the fire brigade, coble and keelboat society and the local heritage partnership. An array of model lifeboat outside the boathouse were particularly well received and two local artists from Tyneside did a brisk trade selling maritime pictures.

One of the highlights of the day was a sea exercise by a helicopter from RAF Boulmer with Newbiggin Lifeboat where some winching in the bay took place.

Richard Martin, Station Mechanic at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station 'can I take this opportunity to thank the hundreds who turned out to support our event as well as acknowledge and thank the many volunteers and supporters who made this event a great success'.

Boat Changeover

Following problems with the port engine on the station lifeboat various actions were taken to cure the problem but to no avail. It was therefore requested that the station lifeboat be taken to the Inshore Lifeboat Centre at Cowes for the problem to be resolved there. A relief lifeboat for Newbiggin ‘Pride of Sherwood’ arrived on Friday 27th July 2007 to take up station and the exact date of when the station lifeboat will return is not yet known.

Newbiggin Bay Update

Progress on the regeneration of Newbiggin Bay continued during the month and details of these exciting developments are on 

www. newbigginbythesea.co.uk and follow the links to Newbiggin Bay.
Richard Martin – 31st  July, 2007
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