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Lives Saved Since  1851   655 + 4 DOGS

Launches Since 1851   556
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for March 2007        Exercises            

Services      Bay Project   Artwork   Theft


Weather Almanac for March 2007

The mild theme continued at the early part of the month but by the 4th a fresh southeaster brought on rough sea conditions for a day. By the 10th the wind swung to the south west, freshening to inundate us with sand again until the 18th. Asnother swing of the wind this time from the north west brought much cooler conditrions and the 19th saw wintry showers with a covering of snow by the 21st. The wind once agin swung a few days later this time from the south west bringing on unseasonably mild conditions hitting 13 debgrees for a couple of days. However cold sea plus warm land means the wind pulls in off the sea to cool the land – that’s nature for you.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 4th and 21stPhotographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Bay Project

There was a flurry of tangible activity during the month and the yaers of planning, discussing and hoping began to come to fruition. Firstyly the contractor has set up a large site compound at the noth end of the bay near to the boathouse. In addition to this the existing beach levels have been surveyed on foot and from survey vessels coming close inshore. The positions of the reef marker piles have finally been located with buoyage so we have a clearer idea of the structure and perhaps an idea of navigation Impact upon us.

Fishing Disaster Commemorated in Artwork

Kimberley Horner, a second year National Diploma Fine Art student at Northumberland College has created a steel artwork relief to commemorate the Newbiggin Fishing Disaster of 1851. The disaster, in which nine lives were lost, prompted the founding of the lifeboat station, which is the oldest operational lifeboat station in the UK. Kimberley, who lives in Newbiggin, created her artwork in response to a project set by her tutors about public sculpture, one of a series of initiatives at Northumberland College’s Art Department, which seek to involve students with their local communities.

Kimberley chose the theme of the fishing disaster, as she wanted to create something that would have relevance to Newbiggin. The artwork features rippling ribbons of steel, which have the names of the locals lost in the disaster etched into their surface.  Richard Martin, station mechanic for Newbiggin Lifeboat Station commented ‘Kimberley has cleverly depicted in a contemporary style the way the lifeboat station came about’. The artwork will initially be installed in the station itself, but is a prototype for a much larger work that would be part of the £1 million Newbiggin Maritime Heritage Visitor Centre, planned as part of the £10 million regeneration of Newbiggin bay. Northumberland College Deputy Head of Faculty Mark Bolton said ‘increasing community links for our students, who are all part of the local community, is extremely important both in terms of student’s education and development in the industries of art and design in our region. We are always looking for suitable community projects and we think the cause particularly relevant.’
Damage to Newbiggin RNLI Lifeboat Station

Thieves removed a significant proportion of lead sheeting from the roof of Newbiggin Lifeboat Station recently. 

Police were called on Thursday after lifeboat volunteers discovered the covering had been removed and water was entering the building threatening to cause problems with vital electrical circuits. As a charity, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution relies entirely on voluntary contributions and will now have to divert funds from life saving operations to carry out the essential repairs to the roof.

Richard Martin spokesman for the RNLI at Newbiggin said: ‘The RNLI faces a repair bill of over £1500 for these repairs which will have to be carried out immediately to safeguard the vital rescue equipment stored in the building. 

‘Since the lifeboat station was founded in 1851 this is the first and hopefully the last time when such vandalism has happened. RNLI supporters and local people work extremely hard to raise the funds needed to keep the lifeboat service running, and it is very disappointing that we now have to use hard earned charitable donations to repair this damage.’

Additional security arrangements have now been installed to monitor the site and deter any repeat of this unfortunate incident.
Richard Martin
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