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This Month’s Headlines

Weather for September 2006        Exercises            

Services  and another lifeboat returns

Weather Almanac for September 2006

September began bright and sunny but with heavy rain all day on the 2nd ruined any early expectation of an Indian Summer. However that said the month was generally mild with a number of warm days during the first half, indeed it was in fact hot on the 11th (22 degrees) and the 21st ( 25 degrees). Unfortunately the subsequent days after the hot conditions led to several days of damp overcast weather.
Exercises

Exercises were held on the 10th and 24th.

Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were two service calls during the month with details as follows;

Wednesday September 13th, 2006 

At about 1414 hours a call came in from a 16-foot cabin boat with two persons on board to advise that one of the crew on board had collapsed. The cabin boat was making for the shore and on arriving at the boathouse volunteers attended the boat on the beach with first aid being administered. The local Ambulance also arrived but despite the best efforts of everyone the man sadly died.

Friday September 29th, 2006.

During lunchtime information was received that the Newbiggin fishing coble Endeavour with two persons on board was having engine problems. Accordingly at about 1224 the pagers were activated and the lifeboat launched to the casualty which was about one and a half mile north of the station. Endeavour had a problem with her cooling system and were unable to restart their engine. The lifeboat passed a tow and towed the casualty back to Newbiggin.

The Donor of the Robert & Susan Lifeboat (1886 – 1906)

During the month a model of Newbiggin’s Fourth Lifeboat ‘Robert and Susan’ made a return back to Newbiggin to ntake up her position in the Heritage Centre. Peter Allsopp made the generous donation and this is Peter’s story about the model.

In 1885 Miss E H Jacomb-Hood gave to the RNLI £700 to build a new pulling and sailing lifeboat, to be stationed at Newbiggin; the gift was announced in The Times in its report of the meeting of the RNLI Council on 4 July 1885. (The equivalent of £700 in today’s money is about £43,000.) In the event the boat cost only £399 (about £25,000 today(); from the surplus of £301 the RNLI commissioned a fine model of the lifeboat – by then named Robert & Susan – which was presented to Miss Jacomb-Hood on 2 June 1885. The lifeboat itself was formally named, and launched for a ceremonial trip round Newbiggin Bay, on 5 December 1885; a plaque in the lifeboat station reads “The Robert & Susan Lifeboat, given by Eliza H Jacomb-Hood in loving memory of her parents Robert and Susan, late of Bardon Park, Leicestershire, 5 December 1885”. The first service launch of the new lifeboat took place in heavy weather and a very rough sea on 11 January 1886. The Robert & Susan was withdrawn from service in 1906, after 59 launches and the saving of 79 lives.

From the surplus of £301 left over from her gift the RNLI commissioned a fine model of the lifeboat – by then named Robert and Susan – which was presented to Miss Jacomb-Hood on 2nd June, 1885. A silver plate on the base reads ‘ Model of the Robert and Susan Lifeboat stationed at Newbiggin under the management of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution. Presented by the Institution to Miss Jacomb-Hood, 1885.’

The inevitable questions arise from this short history – who was Miss Jacomb-Hood, and why did she want to present a lifeboat to be stationed at Newbiggin? The first is easy to answer, the second is, unfortunately, not so easy.

Eliza Hood Jacomb-Hood was born in June 1826, the third child, and eldest daughter, of Robert and Susan Jacomb-Hood, of Bardon Hall, Bardon Park, in Leicestershire. Robert Jacomb (as he was christened) was a not very successful Bedfordshire farmer, who in 1833 unexpectedly inherited from a cousin, William Hood, Bardon Hall and a large amount of money, on the condition that he took the name Hood – hence the start of the Jacomb-Hood family tree, with Robert, Susan and their 13 children. Eliza never married; at the time of her death at the age of 63 in October 1889 she was living, with sundry relations, at 1 Dacre Park, Lee in Kent (now in the borough of Lewisham in S E London). She was evidently a wealthy woman; at her death her estate was valued at £12,835 (equivalent to about £785,000 today).

Eliza’s gift of £700 to the RNLI, made only 4 years before she died, took a fairly substantial slice of her wealth, so to give away that amount she must have had a very positive reason, but at this distance we can only guess what it was. Unfortunately she did not leave a will, so no clues are available from that source as to the range of charities she might have supported. Bardon Hall is a long way from the sea, so there is no obvious link there; Lee in Kent, where she was living at her death, is not far from the Thames at Greenwich, but is even further from Newbiggin.

Indeed the only link with the sea that I have been able to trace comes from one of her nephews, George Percy Jacomb-Hood. George Percy, the son of her eldest brother Robert, was born in 1857. He was by 1885 already a well-known artist, living in London and moving in artistic and society circles (he later twice accompanied King George V and Queen Mary on their official trips to India, recording scenes and events as the artist for a London magazine). But he was also a keen small-boat sailor: his autobiography records many hours spent sailing off Kent and the South Coast, around the Western Isles of Scotland and across the Channel to France. It is entirely possible that he persuaded his ageing spinster aunt to give some of her wealth to a cause which he must have supported (at least morally, and perhaps financially, though there is no mention in his book of his having had to be rescued by a lifeboat); and he would certainly have appreciated the thought that the new lifeboat should be named after Eliza’s parents, who were his grand-parents.

So nephew George Percy may have explained the choice of the RNLI, but why Newbiggin? I have not yet managed to find any reference to any widely-publicised rescues by the then Newbiggin lifeboat, the William Hopkinson of Brighouse (which had been on the station since 1865), or to any other event which might have put into Eliza’s mind the idea of donating a new boat for that particular station. So the best that I can suggest – and this is in line with the current practice at Poole – is that when in 1885 she mentioned to the RNLI her intention to donate money to build a new lifeboat they suggested Newbiggin, perhaps seeing it as a priority station to receive one of the self-righting boats that were then coming into service.

Another mystery concerns the travels of the model of the Robert & Susan between the time of Eliza Jacomb-Hood’s death in 1889 and its acquisition by my late father-in-law at a village jumble-sale in Sussex in about 1980. This mystery, alas, is one to which no clues remain to support any guess. All that we can say is that after 115 years of travel the model is ending up at the lifeboat station to which it has the closest links. 

Peter Allsopp
Richard J. Martin

September 30th 2006.
NEWBIGGIN’S 155TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 














