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Lives Saved Since  1851   692 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   590
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for August 2009       

Exercises       Service     and much more 

Weather Almanac for August 2009

There was further spells of unsettled weather during August and a few summer days but a sustained period of good weather was hard to find.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 7th (One Show), 9th and 

16th (Ashes), 

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were a number of service calls during the month with details as follows;

Lifeboat Call Out 11/2009 - Injured Person on reef

31/08/2009
At about 10.48 hours Humber Coastguard advised Newbiggin Lifeboat that they had received a report from a member of the public that a person was seen to have injured themselves on the reef in Newbiggin bay. Within minutes the volunteer crew at Newbiggin manned the station Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'CSMA 75th Anniversary' and launched to the reef to begin a search for the casualty. Shortly afterwards information was received by the lifeboat that the casualty was now ashore in the care of Newbiggin coastguard.

Lifeboat Call Out 10/2009 - Person in the sea

25/08/2009
 At 15.28 today volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called out following reports of a person in the sea off Cresswell. Initial reports came in following on from a 999 call to Humber Coastguard advising of a male in difficulty in the sea north of the village. Within minutes Newbiggin's relief Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'Maritime Nation' was underway with three volunteer crew on board. After proceeding at full speed to the search area the lifeboat was joined by Newbiggin coastguard and a RAF Sea King helicopter from RAF Boulmer. Shortly after a search by all units as well as assistance from Northumbria Police two teenagers were located on the beach and their inflatable was recovered by Newbiggin Lifeboat after been blown out well away from the shore. It was further ascertained that no other persons were in difficulty so the incident was closed.

Geoff Leslie Helmsman on the lifeboat commented on the danger of these inflatables adding 'these small toys are not suitable for the sea and should be kept to inshore waters or ponds and always under supervision of an adult'.

Newbiggin LIfeboat welcomes The One Show

07/08/2009
Programme makers for BBC's 'The One Show' spent a full day here at Newbiggin in glorious hot weather to get an insight into our station. The particular focus for the day was the story of 'The Women of Newbiggin', the most decorated group of women volunteers in lifeboat history who received collective vellums in 1927 and again in 1940. Before the arrival of our first tractor T50 in 1949 the women took a very active role in the launch and recovery of the lifeboat whatever the conditions.

The filming day followed a pre-arranged schedule with a lifeboat launch then a series of interviews with volunteers and supporters about Newbiggin's Women and their challenging lives. The interviews took place with Angellica Bell who is probably best known in her previous role presenting CBBC.

Lifeboat Day Success

02/08/2009
Volunteers from Newbiggin RNLI Lifeboat Station are celebrating an extremely  successful day of fundraising with over £3100 raised in a matter of hours.
 
The event got underway just after 1.30pm and the crowds had flocked down to the event to support their local lifeboat station. With clear unbroken skies it was a hot and sunny day which added to the enjoyment of the hundreds who came along to give us their support. 
 
The crowds took advantage of the wide range of stalls in the boatyard area and throughout the afternoon the lively 'Alley Cats' and the dancers kept in the entertainment going. In the lifeboat station there was good demand for the refreshments as well as the other stalls including home made cards, model boats and Tesco even had a fresh baking stall.
 
At sea the lifeboat carried out a number of simulated rescues with the Tynemouth RNLI lifeboat visiting for most of the afternoon. The finale of the day was the RAF Sea King helicopter from RAF Boulmer who carried out a number of winching exercises with Newbiggin Lifeboat  in the Bay area.

Richard Martin
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NEWBIGGIN’S 158TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








