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Lives Saved Since  1851   692 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   588
This Month’s Headlines

Weather for July 2009       

Exercises       Service     and much more 

Weather Almanac for July 2009

The changeable theme for weather continued during the month and a string of consecutive days of good weather was not really to be found. Indeed outside events particularly at the weekend would suffer.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 9th (Inspector) and 12th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were a number of service calls during the month with details as follows;

Lifeboat Call Out 09/2009 - Yacht Ashore

25/07/2009
Volunteers from Newbiggin RNLI lifeboat station were called out on Saturday night following reports of a yacht ashore at Cambois Bay, south of Newbiggin by the Sea.
 
The call for assistance came in just before 8.00pm following a distress call to Humber coastguard. The casualty was a 16 foot yacht with two persons on board which had come ashore on the beach next to sea defence structures at Sandy Bay caravan park.
 
With the tide ebbing rapidly there was no time to delay and Newbiggin's relief Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'Maritime Nation' launched with four crew and headed south at full speed to the casualty. Minutes later the RNLI lifeboat was on scene with the situation and risks quickly assessed. The rescue operation began with the lifeboat manoeuvred close inshore and crew member Chris Main (jnr) was tasked to bring the tow rope through the sea onto the casualty. With assistance from Newbiggin coastguard the vessel was eased clear of the boulders and the sails were lowered before the lifeboat began the tow to safety. After about 15 minutes both vessels entered the safety of the River Wansbeck where the yacht was safely recovered'
 
PS
Lifeboat Helm Geoff Leslie who was in command of the lifeboat on this call had just returned home from Wansbeck District General Hospital with his beautiful three day old girl Erin Jean along with his partner Sharon when he responded to the call - Sharon was left 'holding the baby'!

Lifeboat Call Out 08/2009 - Night Call Out

19/07/2009
It was to be a restless night for the volunteers at Newbiggin RNLI Lifeboat Station when they were woken from their slumbers to assist a drifting fishing boat late on Sunday evening.
 
The drama began after a call had been received by Humber Coastguard from the 30foot fishing boat 'Restless Wave' with two persons on board. The vessel had suffered engine failure some two miles east of Newbiggin Church Point and was drifting. The lifeboat crew were paged just before 11.00pm and within minutes the relief Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'Maritime Nation' was launched with three volunteer crew on board. Despite the darkness the lifeboat was quickly on scene and after assessing the distress connected a tow onto the drifting vessel. Both vessels then proceeded south to Blyth where the fishing boat was safely moored in the harbour and the lifeboat returned to sea again.
 
During the tow another sea search operation had begun with lifeboats and helicopters south of the Blyth area following a call for assistance. Newbiggin was tasked by the coastguard to carry out a search north of Blyth to see if anything could be found. However this second incident turned out to be a  hoax and after this busy and 'restless' night of two call outs the lifeboat returned back to Newbiggin arriving at about 2.00am.

Lifeboat Call Out 07/2009 - Kyak Assisted

12/07/2009
Volunteers from Newbiggin RNLI Lifeboat Station had just launched for one of their regular Sunday training exercises when a call to assist two canoeists at Cresswell was received. 
The three RNLI volunteers were contacted by Humber Coastguard who had been alerted about the pair and concerns for their safety. The RNLI lifeboat at Newbiggin an Atlantic 75 class B767 'Maritime Nation' headed north at full speed and was on scene within minutes to assist. A moderate ground swell close inshore had earlier capsized one of the canoes which was righted before the lifeboat arrived. The lifeboat crew checked that all was satisfactory with the pair from the Newcastle area then escorted them back to the beach.
Ian Davison Lifeboat Helmsman on this call commented ' we were quickly on scene and found the canoes just offshore. The swell had made their passage out to sea difficult so we stood by them and made sure they returned to the beach safely'.

Lifeboat Call Out 06/2009 - Coble Assisted

06/07/2009
A day after the fifth call this year at Newbiggin we were requested to assist the Newbiggin registered fishing coble 'Julie Karen' which had propulsion problems whilst fishing off Cresswell. Despite the heavy rain and poor conditions the lifeboat was quickly launched to arrive at the casualty some 10 minutes later. With a tow connected the journey south was begun with the casualty safely ashore later in the morning.

Lifeboat Call Out 05/2009 - Inflatable Dinghy

05/07/2009
Late on Sunday morning volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called upon to assist a drifting inflatable which was in Newbiggin Bay. The lifeboat was quickly underway and located the youth as he made his way back to the shore. With the matter now resolved the lifeboat returned to station.

Lifeboat Week 2009

'Sunday 26th July 2009 sees an open air service at Newbiggin which signals the start of the major fundraising week by the Ladies of Newbiggin Ladies Lifeboat Guild. The dedicated group of fundraisers drive a number of events starting on Sunday to raise funds for this wholly voluntary supported sea rescue organisation. This Sunday's event in the lifeboat station at Newbiggin gets underway at 3.00pm, a service which not only celebrates the work of the RNLI but sees the local fishing vessels, including the lifeboat, blessed. At the end of the service refreshments will be served and there is an opportunity to look around the lifeboat station and meet the volunteers. 


On the following Sunday 2nd August 2009 Newbiggin Lifeboat stages their annual Harbour Day, their major fundraising day in the local lifeboat calender. The event gets underway at 1.30pm again at the lifeboat station and the Ladies Guild will be running a variety of stalls to raise money for Newbiggin RNLI. There will also be music and entertainment provided by local bands during the afternoon. At sea the lifeboat will be launched and carry out a rescue demonstration. Again there is an opportunity to meet the volunteers and see for yourself the rescue equipment which is based at Newbiggin. An RAF helicopter from RAF Boulmer has been asked to attend the event also and their display, subject to operational requirements will take place during the afternoon'.
Richard Martin

 31/07/2009
NEWBIGGIN’S 158TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








