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Lives Saved Since  1851   695 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   590

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for November 2009       

Exercises       Service     and much more 

Weather Almanac for November 2009

The fine autumn weather ended this month with cooler conditions, heavy rain at times and also gale force south west winds.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 15th and 22nd.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Radio Training

Volunteers from Newbiggin and Blyth Lifeboat have just successfully completed a course where their efforts were rewarded with the Short Range Certificate in Radio Telephony with Search and Rescue (SAR) procedures.

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s Mobile Training Unit No 3 (MTU 3) has been situated at the Lifeboat station in Newbiggin two days a week for the last three weeks and it has also been at Seahouses Lifeboat station for the other part of the week where the training has taken place.

As each of the crew of the Lifeboat is a volunteer and has a normal day job, time cannot be taken out of work or home life to attend courses miles away, the aim of the MTU is to deliver training to the Lifeboat volunteer at his/her station, the course is normally delivered in the evening.

The timely rescue of any distressed vessel relies on good communication; this is the heart of Global Maritime Distress Safety Systems (GMDSS) and is accomplished by using sophisticated digital radio equipment. Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRB) and Search and Rescue radar Transponders (SART) also play a large part in the alerting process to the Coastguard. The Lifeboat crew has to have a good working knowledge of the equipment and the theoretical practises involved in distress communication. To this end the continual assessment each of the crew undertake throughout the 3 week course is not only recognised by the Department of Transport and Industry and the Maritime Coastguard Agency but also internationally as well. The crew were using up to date state of the art communication simulators with touch screen technology. This equipment is capable of simulating all the SAR communications procedures required by a Lifeboatman to carryout a successful rescue.

The Atlantic class Lifeboat stationed at Newbiggin has a volunteer crew of three where each crewmember is trained in navigation, communications, boat handling, first aid, seamanship and many other tasks enabling them to carry out effective search and rescue operations 24 hours a day. The radio training is just part of the rigorous training which continues throughout the year.

Steve Howard is the instructor of MTU 3. He is one of two Radio specialists teaching GMDSS to the crew. Steve was a Chief Petty Officer in the Royal Navy and he now uses his knowledge and skills to instruct each of the crew in Distress communications.

Remembrance Sunday 2009

The Community of Newbiggin by the Sea gathered today to remember those who have served their Country both in times of conflict and in other roles around the world.

Remembrance Sunday has been commemorated in Newbiggin for many years with local residents, visitors, councillors and representatives from numerous community organisations, including Newbiggin RNLI, gathering for two services of remembrance and wreath laying at the two war memorials here. 

 The weather was bright and fine through the services with a little light rain during the second service. Today’s service was also noteable for the record numbers of people who turned up to remember those who had made the ultimate sacrifice.  
Richard Martin
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