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Lives Saved Since  1851   695 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   590

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for October 2009       

Exercises       Service     and much more 

Weather Almanac for October 2009

There was further spells of unsettled weather during the month with some drier finer days later on which were most welcome especially as we go into the autumn. Some days could even be described as warm but there was stormy weather on the 3rd with gale force south west winds.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 11th, 18th and 23rd.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were no service calls during the month.

Station Mourns the Loss of Loyal Lifeboat Supporter

Anne Robinson, wife of the former Branch Chairman John Robinson, passed away suddenly during the month after a short illness. Anne played an important role in supporting the Ladies Guild and also helping out at the various major fundraising events. Many volunteers from the station attended her funeral at a service at St. Andrew’s Chapel and she was buried subsequently after a private service Church Point. 

Radio Training

Several Volunteers from Newbiggin and Blyth Lifeboat have just successfully begun a course during the month to study for  the Short Range Certificate in Radio Telephony with Search and Rescue (SAR) procedures.

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s Mobile Training Unit No 3 (MTU 3) has been situated at the Lifeboat station in Newbiggin two days a week for the last three weeks and it has also been at Seahouses Lifeboat station for the other part of the week where the training has taken place.

As each of the crew of the Lifeboat is a volunteer and has a normal day job, time cannot be taken out of work or home life to attend courses miles away, the aim of the MTU is to deliver training to the Lifeboat volunteer at his/her station, the course is normally delivered in the evening.

Steve Howard is the instructor of MTU 3. He is one of two Radio specialists teaching GMDSS to the crew. Steve was a Chief Petty Officer in the Royal Navy and he now uses his knowledge and skills to instruct each of the crew in Distress communications.

Richard Martin
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