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Lives Saved Since  1851   695 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   590

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for September 2009       

Exercises       Service     and much more 

Weather Almanac for September 2009

There was further spells of unsettled weather during the month with some drier finer days later on which were most welcome.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 13th, 20th and 29th.

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There were two service calls during the month with details as follows;

Lifeboat Call Out 12/2009 - Broken Down Boat
11/09/2009

Volunteers from Newbiggin Lifeboat Station were called out to assist a disabled Blyth boat which had suffered engine failure east of Church Point.
 
Humber Coastguard received the call from the 19 foot open boat 'Emma Jane' who had suffered a failure in the throttle cable. The single male on board requested help and a tow back to Blyth.
 
Newbiggin's Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'CSMA 75th Anniversary' was launched and underway with three crew just after noon and within minutes was alongside the casualty. With a tow connect the slow journey south to Blyth was begun, an operation which was carried out without incident. When the casualty was safely moored in Blyth Harbour Newbiggin lifeboat departed and returned to station.

 
Lifeboat Call Out 13/2009 - A 'Meerkat' adrift??
26/09/2009

Newbiggin Lifeboat Volunteers have over the years had a number of unusual casualties including dogs, a horse and even a bunch of balloons but tonight we were called to look for a 'Meerkat' or at least a vessel called 'Meerkat'.
Humber Coastguard tasked the Newbiggin Station Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'CSMA 75th Anniversary' at 19.03 hours local tonight to the 15 foot fishing boat 'Meerkat' who had broken down off Cresswell and needed a tow back to the shore. Within 10 minutes Newbiggin Lifeboat found the 'Meerkat' and towed the vessel and its occupants safely to the beach where Newbiggin Coastguard assisted.

Lifeboat Memorial records Newbiggin's Loss
02/09/2009

Volunteers at Newbiggin Lifeboat Station will join other lifeboat stations around the country to remember those who have lost their lives at sea whilst helping others. 
 
The flag had Newbiggin's boathouse will be flown at half mast most of the day in line with the national protocol.
 
Newbiggin will also remember the loss of their former Branch Chairman  Campbell Storey who lost his life helping others and who's name is recorded on the memorial.
 
Newbiggin Lifeboat suffered a tragic loss then in its ranks during July 1972 for it was on the 14th day that Mr. Campbell Storey in his instinctive quest to help others made the ultimate sacrifice.

The Morpeth Herald newspaper takes up the report;


'Newbiggin was stunned this week by the tragic death of Mr. Campbell Storey, a prominent businessman and Chairman of the local Lifeboat Committee. He was 48 years of age and collapsed and died after going out to a seine net boat which was heading for the rocks on Friday evening. Campbell Storey and Stan Green saw the boat heading for the rocks at speed and both ran along the beach then dived into the water and swam to the boat which now had come to a halt. When they got on board they found a man asleep and slumped over the wheel. Another man appeared who had also been asleep. Mr. Storey had collapsed on the deck and a Doctor was requested.

Mr. Storey was a prominent figure in all circles in the community, but his greatest interest was in Newbiggin Lifeboat. For eight years he was Chairman and responsible for running the Branch'.

Newbiggin Lifeboat was launched the following Sunday to take the ashes of Mr. Storey out to sea and they were scattered in Newbiggin Bay. Family members and clergy were on board the Lifeboat for a short service at sea.
 
On Thursday (3 September)  HRH The Duke of Kent will unveil a national memorial, dedicated to those lost whilst saving lives at sea, at RNLI headquarters in Poole. The 778 people commemorated on the RNLI memorial come from all corners of the UK and Republic of Ireland and include 246 from northern lifeboat stations
 
Relatives, friends and RNLI staff will attend the Ceremony of Dedication, being held in memory of those connected with the charity who made the ultimate sacrifice while saving lives at sea. Campbell's son David and partner Katherine Thompson joined Station and Guild Members from Newbiggin  represented at the ceremony by Tim and Barbara Martin who all remember quite clearly this particular tragedy in our village.
 
At 12.20pm a one-minute silence will be held, which will be observed by RNLI lifeboat crews and supporters.
 
RNLI Chief Executive Andrew Freemantle said: 'The RNLI Memorial is a tribute to the many hundreds of people who have given their lives selflessly to save others over the last two hundred years and it will ensure that the sacrifices made by our volunteers, and others, while saving lives at sea are never forgotten. Its location, in front of The Lifeboat College in Poole, is truly fitting and will inspire generations of lifesavers from all over the British Isles who will train here in the years to come.'


The memorial sculpture of a person in a boat saving another from the water is inscribed with the family motto of the RNLI's founder, Sir William Hillary: 'With courage, nothing is impossible', and is located within a small garden which will be open to the public.


Members of the public are invited to pay their respects too, by participating in the one minute silence at 12.20pm and/or by adding a tribute to the RNLI Online Book of Commemoration at www.rnli.org.uk/commemorate
The RNLI Memorial, designed by Sam Holland ARBS stands more than 4.5m in height and symbolises the history and future of the RNLI in its most basic and humanitarian form. The sculpture is positioned on a dark plinth on which flat bands of stainless steel weave. The bands provide both the effect of waves and a material onto which the names of the people who have lost their lives can be engraved - thus becoming an intrinsic part of the memorial.

Volunteers Challenge in Inter Services Sailing 
26/09/2009

Today four of our volunteers took part in the Newbiggin Sailing Club Inter Services Challenge. This established event which is run entirely by Newbiggin Sailing Club attracts teams from the various local emergency services organisations to race in Newbiggin Bay in a sailing dinghy. The teams competed in twenty heats and at the end of about six hours of gruelling competition the winners are chosen. 
This year's competitors joining Newbiggin Lifeboat included coastguards from Blyth and Newbiggin as well as members from the local fire service and police. Fine and very warm conditions with a fresh offshore wind helped the sailors along throughout the competition.
At the end of the competition despite our team's best efforts we ended up in third place. Well done and good luck for 2010.
Richard Martin

 30/09/2009

NEWBIGGIN’S 158TH YEAR OF LIFESAVING 








