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Lives Saved Since  1851   697 + 6 DOGS + Bunch of Balloons
Launches Since 1851   591

This Month’s Headlines

Weather for February 2010       

Exercises       Service     and much more 

Weather Almanac for February 2010

February saw the continuation of raw cold winter weather and with road salt supplies dwindling we began to wonder when the snow would stop falling. That said there were more days of snow showers as compared to prolonged periods of lying snow. By the end of the month we had driving rain and a hint that Spring may be around the corner.

Exercises

Exercises were held on the 14th and 21st with a dry training evening with the RNLI Training Assessor Howard Fields on the 4th. 

 Photographs showing the exercises can be viewed on the RNLI web page and go to the Newbiggin Gallery.

Services

There was one service call during the month. 

Monday 1st February, 2010 

Volunteers had to make a quick launch to the nearby breakwater when a pair of sea anglers failed to notice the rapidly rising tide and became stranded just before teatime today.

The drama began late afternoon today when two of our volunteers, Tim Martin and Stan Green who were on station, noticed the pair fishing off the breakwater oblivious to the rising tide. The pair made their way to the landward end of the breakwater before high water as the waves began to crash over the sea defence structure. Using their fishing rods to attempt to ascertain the depth of water it quickly became apparent to them that they were trapped and their safety may be compromised.

Thankfully ashore their plight was noticed and the rescue operation was at once put into operation. Minutes later Newbiggin's Atlantic 75 class lifeboat 'CSMA 75th Anniversary' was underway with three volunteer crew on board. They arrived at the breakwater within a minute and plucked the pair into the lifeboat for a short safe transfer back to the beach.

The pair had not suffered as a result of their ordeal and went on their way home without any further incident.

Richard Martin
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